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Friday Saturday Sunday
8:30am - 9:45am

Rimu/Tawa
FootBionics Workshop

PTTD: Biomechanical Insights and Orthotic Strategies

8:30am - 9:30am
Rimu/Tawa

Smita Pathak
The Effect of a Modified Tenodesis Wrist-Hand Orthosis on Hand Function in

Patients with Tetraplegia

8:30am - 10:30am
Rimu/Tawa

AutismNZ workshop

9:45am - 10:30am
Miro

Peter Vin Sin Lee, PhD
The Pressure Casting Technique

(PCAST): A Biomechanical Perspective
on Transtibial Prosthetic Socket

Design

~ appearing virtually ~

9:45am - 10:30am
Rimu/Tawa

OPC Workshop
Tim Fitzpatrick

Orthelligent Vision: The AI Gait
Analysis System Aiding in Prosthetic

Prescription

9:30am- 10:30am
Miro

Taska Workshop

9:30am - 10:30am
Rimu/Tawa

Ottobock Workshop
Derrick Adendorff

C-Brace Ready KAFO:
A decision making and acute

rehabilitation tool.
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Jackson Allison Workshop
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Chris Miles & Conor McDaid
APOS Workshop
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Autism NZ Workshop

11:30am - 12:30pm
Rimu/Tawa
William Pike

Motivational Speaker
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Never Stop Reaching: Introduction to
MyoSmart Solutions
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Fior & Gentz - 

Simplifying KAFO Prescriptions
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Paul Coleman

Open Bionics World First Wireless
Myoelectric Hero RGD Hand
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Chris Miles & Conor McDaid
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Phil Parish
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Intuy® Pro Microprocessor Knee
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Rimu/Tawa

Merryn Robertson,  Cris Barker,
Karen Adams, & Taryn

Tyshetska
OSKAR principles and implementation

with young people with movement
disorders in rehabilitation.

4:15pm - 5:00pm
Rimu/Tawa
Alec Foster

Nano to Nature: 
Revolutionising Health with the Next Wave of Biomaterials
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Miro

Sean Tickner
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Peter Vin Sin Lee, Phd 
Professor, Department of Biomedical Engineering

Director, ARC Training Centre for Medical Implant Technologies 
University of Melbourne, Australia

Over 25 million people worldwide need prosthetic orthotic devices, many of whom come
from countries where access to specialised personnel and services is a major challenge.

Demand for artificial limbs is even more urgent in countries where conflict is still
prevalent. This presentation will discuss the biomechanical engineering research in

developing artificial limbs, using the Pressure Cast (PCAST) technique, a portable and
easy-to-use prosthetic socket fitting system that requires less technical skill and labour

to administer. It will discuss a series of studies using gait analysis and pressure
measurements at the residual limb / socket interface to understand the biomechanics of

the PCAST socket. The presentation will further discuss the results of the various
quantitative measures used to evaluate the PCAST socket fit in under-resourced

environments, including questionnaires, physical function tests and gait analysis. Based
on our investigation conducted in both controlled laboratory settings and resource-
limited environments, the PCAST technique may benefit individuals with transtibial
amputations in regions with limited access to trained prosthetic personnel. Notably,

PCAST has the potential to reduce the cost and improve access to prosthetic services.

The Pressure Casting Technique (PCAST): 
A Biomechanical Perspective on Transtibial Prosthetic Socket Design

Dr. Peter Lee is a Professor at the Department of Biomedical Engineering at the University of Melbourne. He is
the Director of the Australian Research Council (ARC) Training Centre for Medical Implant Technologies,

leading an extensive industry-university-hospital partnership to train interdisciplinary engineers in
biomechanics, materials, and manufacturing for the orthopaedic and maxillofacial implant industry. He leads

the Cell and Tissue Biomechanics Laboratory and the Computer-Assisted Rehabilitation Environment (CAREN)
Laboratory, where his research aims to understand better the behaviour of biological cells, tissues, and the
musculoskeletal system under mechanical forces. He has authored more than 150 publications in journals,

conference proceedings and books. He is currently the Deputy Editor of the Journal of Orthopaedic Surgery
and Research (Springer Nature) and a Member of the Australian Therapeutic Goods Administration Advisory

Committee on Medical Devices.



Jo Sutton
National Education & Outreach Advisor

Autism New Zealand

FANZ is specifically designed for anyone living with or supporting autistic individuals,
who wants better understanding and practical strategies to enhance the lives and
maximise the learning opportunities for those individuals.
 
Our conference session will include evidence-based strategies and recommendations
from the Aotearoa New Zealand Autism Guidelines.
This fun and engaging workshop will be presented by Autism NZ National Educator Jo
Sutton and will include video examples, and practical activities.
 
Please see outcomes below:

A better understanding of autism & neurodiversity
Practical strategies to apply in your clinical practice
A framework to plan for success using the Autism New Zealand Seesaw

FANZ Workshop

Jo Sutton is the National Educator and Outreach Advisor at Autism New Zealand. Alongside delivering
autism education and training, she supports and mentors Autism NZ’s Outreach team, which operates

across 16 branches nationwide. In her advisory role, Jo specialises in working with individuals and
families with high and complex needs, providing guidance and support across a wide range of settings—

including schools, health services, government agencies, workplaces, and community organisations.
Jo is also a proud mum of three teenagers, including an 18-year-old autistic son. Outside of work, she

contributes her time and expertise as the National Advisor for Diversity & Inclusion at Scouts Aotearoa
and serves as the Board Chair of Glass Ceiling Arts Collective, a nationwide inclusive performing arts

organisation.



William Pike

William Pike, the charismatic kiwi on an extraordinary journey, from overcoming
the loss of his leg in a volcanic eruption to launching a nationwide youth

development program, exploring Antarctica, and inventing a prosthetic device
that's helping amputees around the world.

Speaking from experience, and with a theme of stepping outside comfort zones,
William's engaging speaking style and ability to genuinely 'connect' appeals to

diverse audiences. Whether it's an intimate group or thousands of people, from
primary students to corporate executives across various fields - he'll have them
laughing, crying and leaving pumped. Most importantly, they will leave ready to
step outside of their comfort zones - to tackle challenges, change and achieve

their extraordinary.

As an iconic kiwi adventurer, educator, businessman, and family man, William
motivates and inspires by sharing his miraculous survival story on Mount

Ruapehu, where doctors noted his survival as a miracle. Founder of the William
Pike Challenge, he encourages youth to step beyond their comfort zones.

Additionally, William's innovation extends to Pro Armour, where he invented a
prosthetic device that’s now available globally and helping amputees around the

world. His infectious enthusiasm for adventure and optimism is evident in his
popular autobiography, "Every Day’s A Good Day."

Recipient of prestigious awards, including the 2019 University of Auckland Young
Distinguished Alumni Award and the 2017 Blake Leader Award, William Pike is a

captivating speaker who transforms his life experiences into relatable messages,
challenging audiences to achieve the extraordinary.

https://www.williampikechallenge.co.nz/
https://www.williampikechallenge.co.nz/
https://www.pro-armour.com/


Conor McDaid has 14 years of experience in Orthotic clinics treating knee OA. He developed an interest in gait
analysis, working with systems like force plates and pedobaragraphs. During his MSc in Advanced Practice, he
focused on lower limb triage and diagnosis, working with the physio triage clinic to improve patient care. Conor
reviewed the conservative management options for knee OA and was intrigued by NICE’s recommendation of
APOS, finding it aligned with well-established biomechanics principles he used with P&O. As an early adopter,
he has some great success stories within his NHS clinic, and sees real value in using Apos in managing knee OA.

Through studying Sports Science, Physiotherapy and MSc in Biomechanics, Chris Miles developed and
particular interest in gait modification in chronic MSK conditions. Chris is the Director of Clinical Services at
AposHealth UK and has over 15 years of experience working as a physiotherapist in both the NHS and private
sectors. He has been involved in the design, research, training and leading the implementation of Apos within
NHS pathways.  Apos is recommended by the NICE for knee osteoarthritis and supported by the NHS England’s
Medtech Funding Mandate Policy to encouragethe spread and adoption of the treatment within the UK.



Merryn Robertson 
Physiotherapist

OSKAR principles
and implementation
with young people

with movement
disorders in

rehabilitation.
Cris Barker 

Advanced Clinical
Physiotherapist

Karen Adams
Paediatric

Physiotherapist

Taryn Tyshetska
Orthotist &
Prosthetist

The Optimal Segmental Kinematics and Al ignment Approach to
Rehabil itation (OSKAR) is an innovative intervention designed by
Elaine Owen, a physiotherapist and orthotist,  to address mobil ity

chal lenges in chi ldren with neurological  movement disorders
such as cerebral palsy and spina bif ida. OSKAR centers on

comprehensive analysis and improvement of gait ,  incorporating
the International Classif ication of Functioning, Disabi l ity and

Health ( ICF) model into its frameworks for both assessment and
goal setting. Through the use of advanced gait analysis and
individual ly tai lored orthotic devices, OSKAR aims to refine

walking patterns, enhance overal l  mobil ity and independence,
and improve balance and posture. Extensive research and a

growing body of published l iterature support the effectiveness
of this approach. This case presentation wil l  share various

examples, highl ighting assessment strategies and measurable
improvements in patient outcomes achieved through the OSKAR

methodology.



Karen Adams

Karen is a Mum to two teenagers who tries to squeeze in t ime as a Paediatric physio as much
as she can. She has always had an interest in complex care but now specif ical ly the
management of chi ldren with complex needs. She works at AUT gait lab with Cris,  contracts
to Special ist Rehab Services, helps lecture f irst year physio students at AUT and spends a
signif icant amount of t ime going down large rabbit holes whilst working on her PhD entit led
"Physiotherapy interventions for school-aged non-ambulatory chi ldren with cerebral palsy
combined with intel lectual disabi l ity" .  Her specif ic interests are best practice for non-
ambulatory chi ldren with CP, orthotic management of gait and transfers to maximise
potential  for kids with CP and other movement disorders,  and anywhere the rabbit holes
lead her.

Merryn Robertson

Merryn Robertson trained in South Africa with her Bachelor of Science in Physiotherapy
degree and completed her Masters in Physiotherapy before moving to NZ in 2009. She has
over 20 years of experience working in paediatrics and enjoys the joy and variety that al l
chi ldren bring! She is a mum to 2 very active boys. Merryn has a special  interest in paediatric
neurorehabil itation and more recently in bladder and bowel dysfunction in chi ldren. She is
passionate about every chi ld reaching their potential  and being pain free as they grow into
teens and young adults to enjoy l ife.  She is Bobath trained and is on the Bobath Tutor
trainee journey with NZBA. She has worked in a variety of settings including early
intervention in the home, a special ist school and is now working in private practice.

Taryn Tyshetska

Taryn Tyshetska, a 4th generation Orthotist & Prosthetist,  completing her diploma in O&P in
2003, then completing her Bachelor of Technology Degree in Medical Orthotics and
Prosthetics,  in Pretoria,  South Africa,  graduating in 2006. She started out working at
Wentworth hospital ,  where some of the highl ights for her were working as part of the Red
Cross Flying Doctors’  multidiscipl inary team, going to remote locations to provide O&P
services.

 In 2007 she moved to New Zealand working at the then Orthotic Centre Ltd in Auckland
unti l  2019. This was where she took the opportunity to work in many community based
paediatric orthotic cl inics,  as well  as Starship Chi ldren’s and Auckland City Hospitals.  Over
those formative years in New Zealand, she also covered NorthShore & Middle More hospitals
and locuming in the Orthotic Centres’  in Well ington and Hamilton cl inics.
Taryn joined her father’s private company Auckland Orthotics in 2019, where she is now
based.

She has also been in a number of volunteer rol ls on the executive board for NZOPA as their
Vice President 2011-2014, Event coordinator 2014-2015 and CPD & Credential ing lead 2019-
2021.

Taryn bel ieves l ife has so many chal lenges and we can, as a team, al l  be overcomers and
celebrate the milestones weather it  is being able to hold your head up for the f irst t ime or
being able to stand independently or scoring your f ist goal … we al l  have our race to run,
let’s run it  well ,  as a team.

Christiana Barker

Christiana Barker is an Advanced Cl inician Physiotherapist in Paediatric Orthopaedics at
Starship Chi ld Health, with over 18 years of cl inical  experience in paediatric physiotherapy.
She has a particular interest in cl inical  gait analysis and is the lead Physiotherapist for the
Starship Cl inical  Gait Analysis Service. Christiana's Master's research project focused on the
effect of serial  casting on calf muscle architecture in idiopathic toe walking.



The Effect of a Modified Tenodesis Wrist-Hand Orthosis on Hand
Function in Patients with Tetraplegia

Individuals who are affected due to spinal cord injury (SCI) are often unable to perform
the basic daily activities of life due to weakness. The hands are one of the most

specialized parts of the human body and loss of its function can be incapacitating.
Certain wrist hand orthoses (WHO) can aid such individuals by assisting the weak hand

muscles. One such WHO is a tenodesis wrist hand orthosis. Modifications to the
previously available tenodesis wrist hand orthosis were made to make it cheaper,

lighter, and easier to manufacture. The effectiveness of this modified tenodesis WHO
on improving hand activity and satisfaction in the individuals using it was assessed in
this study which was conducted in a tertiary care centre in central India. Twenty-two

individuals with cervical SCI, who had some ability to extend their wrists against
gravity, were admitted to the Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation department and

enrolled in this study. Notable improvements were observed in functional
tasks such as buttoning a shirt, opening a lock, eating with a fork, brushing teeth, and
writing, with considerable satisfaction in those trained with the modified tenodesis

WHO.

Smita Pathak
Clinical Orthotist

My name is Smita Pathak, and I am a Clinical Orthotist currently working at Move Me Health,
based in Wellington, New Zealand.

I bring over 15 years of experience in the field of prosthetics and orthotics, having begun my
career in India. I spent a decade at AIIMS Bhopal, a central government institute, and also
worked with Endolite and at the All India Institute of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation

(AIIPMR) in Mumbai, where I completed my Bachelor’s degree in Prosthetics and Orthotics in
2008.

My key areas of clinical interest include upper limb orthoses, paediatric orthotics, and
neurorehabilitation.



Alec Foster
GM (Acting), Forest to Biobased Products

Scion

Alec Foster is the General Manager of Bioproducts and Biomanufacturing at Scion,
where he leads portfolios across High-Value Biorefineries, Distributed and Circular

Manufacturing, Bioproducts and Packaging, and Integrated Bioenergy. He brings
extensive hands-on experience in translating R&D into commercially viable products,

having collaborated with leading companies worldwide. Now based in New Zealand, Alec
works closely with many of the country’s innovative companies to develop and

implement new products and processes that create real-world impact.

Nano to Nature: 
Revolutionising Health with the Next Wave of Biomaterials



Fior & Gentz - 
Simplifying KAFO Prescriptions

Join us as we simplify the complexities of
prescribing KAFOs using the Fior & Gentz
Orthosis Configurator and advanced stance
control components. This session will explore
how the digital tool and 360-degree orthotic
system support more efficient decision-
making, enable patient-specific
configurations, and lead to clinically sound,
evidence-based outcomes. What challenges
have you faced when prescribing KAFOs? We’ll
open the discussion and walk through
practical ways to streamline your workflow
and improve patient mobility.

Workshop Presented by
Platinum Sponor: 

Built to Move: Live Direct
Socket TF Fabrication, Fitting
and Navii MPK Programming

Join us for a hands-on session showcasing
the full process of fabricating a Direct

Socket with the 850 Lock for a transfemoral
user. Watch live as we complete the socket

build, fit the Navii microprocessor knee and
Pro Flex Terra foot, and fine tune alignment

using Össur Logic. We’ll cover key training
techniques, product benefits, and

supporting clinical evidence. This session is
ideal for those new to Direct Socket or

looking to sharpen their approach.



Tom Fitzpatrick is presenting this
workshop that will provide
clinicians with hands-on training in
the use of Orthelligent Vision to
support prosthetic prescription
and outcome measurement.
Attendees will learn how to
integrate this AI-powered
movement analysis tool into their
clinical workflow to objectively
assess gait patterns, mobility, and
rehabilitation progress. By
comparing pre and post
assessment data, clinicians may
identify that a patient performs
significantly better with one
component over the other,
allowing for more tailored and
functional prescriptions. The
workshop will cover case studies
demonstrating improved patient
outcomes through data-driven
care. 

Workshop Presented by
Gold Sponsor:

Orthelligent Vision: The AI Gait Analysis System Aiding in
Prosthetic Prescription



Paul Coleman will be unveiling a
groundbreaking advancement in
upper limb prosthetics: the world’s
first fully wireless myoelectric Hero
Hand and Arm system developed by
Open Bionics.

This revolutionary wireless
technology enables seamless
switching between different terminal
devices on the same prosthetic arm,
offering unprecedented flexibility and
functionality for upper limb
amputees. Whether it's a hand, hook,
or specialized tool, users can now
adapt their prosthesis to a wider
range of tasks and environments—
without the need for cables or manual
adjustments.

In addition to its modular versatility,
the system is fully waterproof,
allowing for complete submersion in 

Workshop Presented by
Gold Sponsor:

Open Bionics World First Wireless Myoelectric Hero RGD Hand

water. This opens up new possibilitiefor users to engage in activities like swimming,
showering, or working in wet environments—without compromising performance or safety.

This innovation marks a significant leap forward in prosthetic technology, empowering
users with greater independence, adaptability, and confidence in their daily lives.



Workshop Presented by
Gold Sponsor:

To The World of Custom Made to Measure Features

Workshop Presented by
Silver Sponsor:

Workshop Name: Never Stop
Reaching:

Host
Organisation:

Ottobock
Australia

Presenter Nicholas
McIntosh & Amy

Short description
(to be included

An introduction
and live

Abstract (300
words, +/- 10%):

Purpose: The
Australian launch

Presented by Nicholas McIntosh & Amy Lawless, this is an introduction and live
demonstration of the new MyoSmart upper limb control solution, showcasing its innovative
features, clinical benefits, and new product range to support functional outcomes for upper
limb prosthesis users.
 
Introducing a novel upper limb prosthetic solution that combines trusted reliability with
modern control and connectivity. At its core, the SpeedHand paired with modular wrists,
the MyoSmart control system, MyoSmart cuff, and the ConnectGrip app delivers a new
platform empowering Upper Limb prosthetic users with customized, precise control.
Featuring an innovative control system and app-based interface, this solution redefines
what’s possible—offering both users and clinicians a higher standard of confidence,
convenience, and performance.

Never Stop Reaching: 
Introduction to MyoSmart Solutions



Discover how the C-Brace Ready KAFO supports early mobilisation and community trials—empowering
neurorehabilitation, real-world functional assessment, and informed decisions on rehabilitation goals
and long-term orthotic solutions.

Derick is a Business Development Manager at Ottobock Australia, overseeing NeuroMobility solutions
across Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand.

His current focus lies in supporting clinicians and services in the effective use of advanced neuro-
orthotic technologies, to improve functional outcomes and enhance mobility. He is passionate about
bridging the gap between clinical innovation and practical application, with a strong emphasis on
education, collaboration, and patient-centred care.  

Having worked across multiple regions and healthcare systems, Derick offers a unique perspective
grounded in both clinical experience and strategic insight. Outside of work, he’s a dad, an avid traveller
and nature enthusiast who enjoys exploring the outdoors, new cultures, and environments.

C-Brace Ready KAFO:
A decision making and acute rehabilitation tool.

Workshop Presented by
Silver Sponsor:

To The World of Custom
Made to Measure Features

Workshop Presented by
Bronze Sponsor:

New features and Updates to the MyTASKA app



Massons Healthcare is excited to showcase our latest innovative solutions designed to enhance
mobility, functionality, and quality of life for users across a range of needs.

To The World of Custom
Made to Measure Features

Workshop Presented by
Basic Sponsor:

Massons Prosthetic Technologies

To The World of Custom
Made to Measure Features

Workshop Presented by
Basic Sponsor:

PTTD: Biomechanical Insights and Orthotic Strategies

WillowWood META Family of Feet
Built on the META-Unibody
platform for lightweight, high-
performance function.
Designed for K2, K3 and K4
users, with options for various
activity levels.
Offers features like multi-axial
ankle, shock absorption, and
torsion.
Delivers high energy return
while supporting natural
mobility.

Kneuro Microprocessor Knee
Provides default stance
safety, stumble recovery,
and step-over-step stair
ascent.
Enables walk-to-run
transitions for dynamic
lifestyles.
Equipped with a 5-day
battery and 150 kg weight
limit.
Designed with user-focused
intelligence for reliability and
performance.

Intuy® Pro Microprocessor Knee
Uses real-time AI processing
from multiple internal
sensors.
Actively replicates lost
muscle function for
smoother movement.
Includes Intuy Modes with
presets for skiing,
snowboarding, and skating.
Features a customisable
button for storing a user-
specific sport.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdCYQtcbb1M8pDI9LzeQmzgC0z-9Kq5GbQjBSgfOEjuKUjgNg/viewform?usp=sf_link


Digital fabrication is reshaping O&P, offering clinicians faster, more consistent, and
scalable solutions. This session outlines a practical 3D workflow that uses handheld 3D
scanning, the Spentys platform for design an clean-up, and HP Multi Jet Fusion (MJF)
3D printing to produce patient-specific, compliant O&P devices.  Through
demonstration of the workflow, it is shown how the 3D workflow is used to design and
print a patient-specific O&amp;P device. By looking at the cost benefits of design and
3D print technology, it is shown how the latest in digital workflows can help reduce
manual processing, reduce patient clinic time, and support consistent quality across
clinic locations.

Digital Orthotic & Prosthetic Workflows:  From 3D Scanning to HP MJF
Printed Devices Using Spentys and Advanced Design Tools

Workshop Presented by
Basic Sponsor:

Dr Jonathan Zyzalo has worked in the 3D printing industry in New Zealand since 2003.
With a PhD in Mechatronics from Massey University, specialising in SLA, SLS, and MJF
technology (resin and powder bed polymers), he has a wealth of experience and hands-
on knowledge of machines, materials and finishing processes.

Jonathan is director of 3Design Ltd, established in 2014, which specialises in 3D
scanning and printing equipment and services. He also works for the NZ HP MJF 3D
printing reseller, Currie Group NZ Ltd, as the HP applications engineer. Jonathan acts in
a consulting role with clinicians tapping into HP’s global expertise for application in the
O&amp;P industry. This is helping NZ companies and individuals get
into their own additive manufacturing (AM) solutions allowing the advantages of in-
house 3D printing, prototyping and manufacturing. He is responsible for more premium
solutions and can help with full AM workflows from 3D scan to final end-use
production.


